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Historical Portuguese landmark
protected by UTC Fire & Security’s
security package

Casa dos Bicos
In june 2012, the José Saramago
Foundation headquarters opened in Casa dos
Bicos, a 16th century building in Lisbon,
Portugal. José Saramago was a Portuguese
writer, awarded in 1998 with the Nobel Prize
in Literature. The headquarters includes a
library, a beautiful exhibition hall and an
auditorium where the foundation promotes
activities related to culture, environmental
protection and the principles of the Universal
Charter of Human Rights. Thousands of
children and young people across the country
participate in activities to promote reading and
to watch the plays related to the work of
José Saramago.



Pre-existing situation & UTCFS's role
Prior to accommodating the José Saramago
Foundation, this artistic building was used
between 1986 and 2002 by the National
Commission for the Commemoration of
Portuguese Discoveries. From 2002 to 2008,
Casa dos Bicos closed its doors until the
Câmara Municipal de Lisboa offered the
José Saramago Foundation to establish its
headquarters in the premises for the next 10
years. After extensive renovation works, it
was clear to the management team that they
needed a state-of-the-art security system to
protect its visitors, employees and investment.
After outlining the security requirements, the
José Saramago Foundation started looking
for a reliable security manufacturer, able to
provide a modern solution capable of
delivering fire detection, intrusion detection
and video surveillance. Furthermore, it was of
utmost importance for the management team
to have a security setup which was easy to
manage by the security staff. After a thorough
investigation of different platforms and their
functionalities, UTC Fire & Security was
selected as a perfect match to provide the
foundation with its required security
installation.

UTCFS's solution
UTC Fire & Security has created a
state-of-the-art security package for Casa dos
Bicos. The 2X addressable fire panel has
been provided, combined with 2000 Series
sensor devices, to offer best-in-class fire
detection. Additionally, a video surveillance
system was placed based on UTC Fire &
Security’s TVR40 digital video recorder.
This recorder connects 12 weatherproof and
vandal resistant dome cameras which are
strategically placed throughout the site,
making sure no movement goes undetected.
The video surveillance platform is managed
through UTC Fire & Security’s license
free and easy-to-use TruVision Navigator
software management tool. Intrusion detection
is centralized using the highly reliable
CS375SP intruder panel. The dual motion
sensors connected to the panel do not make
any compromise on quality and ensure sharp
detection and excellent false alarm immunity.
With this extensive solution, UTC Fire &
Security was able to provide Casa dos Bicos
with a system that ideally matches their
security needs.
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